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Brazil welcomes the 17th General Chapter of the Congregation
The decision of the outgoing General council to hold the General Chapter in Brazil was unprecedented and in itself
highly significant. It was a recognition of the growing importance of the young Provinces and Foundations of the
southern hemisphere and the noticeable shifting of the Church's and of the Congregation's centre of gravity today.
This event invites us, during this five hundredth anniversary of the evangelisation of Latin America, to reflect on our
mission tqday, mindful of the lessons of history, and to read the signs of the times concerning our missionary
commitments. The action of removing ourselves from the centre to the periphery was, ultimately, an invitation to
each Spiritan to uproot, to up-anchor himself in a new approach to mission, to the respectful encounter with peoples
and cultures and to acceptance of Spiritans of other origins. All this has already borne fruit, inasmuch as three
members of the new Council hail from the South. Beyond that, it can be truly said that the chapter in general, in
spirit, style, modus operandi and proceedings, has been stamped with a Brazilian character.

We have experienced welcome and warmth and the marshalling
of the Province and Districts of Brazil to provide hospitality to all
participants in the chapter, first of all through the insertion
experiences and then at Vila Mariana and Vila Mangalot in Sao
Paulo. The young Brazilian Spiritans in formation made a
tremendous contribution to all this.
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We heard Cardinal Evaristo Arns, Archbishop of Sao Paulo and
Dom Luciano S.J., President of the Brazilian Episcopal
after
Conference, speak of the major options of the Church
Medellin and Puebla and of the enormous challenges of mission:
urbanisation, violence and poverty, the street children, migrants,
oppressed cultures - Indian and Afro-Brazilian -, the sects; but also
we heard of the signs of hope: base communities, the mobilisation
of the laity, new ministries, missionary opportunities, the
evangelisation of the poor by the poor.
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We went on pilgrimage to Our Lady of Aparecida. The huge
basilica houses a miraculous statue found in a river in 1717 which
every year attracts 6 million pilgrims. This devotion is a sign of
liberation and it is deeply inculturated in the hearts of Brazilian
people.
·
We were visited by children from a favela who danced for us
and by adults from a base community who depicted, in a
dramatisation, their struggles and their hopes.
We concelebrated the Eucharist in the Spiritan parish of Vila
Mangalot, we prayed and shared a friendly drink with the members
of the Christian community of that neighbourhood. Truly, the
Chapter in Brazil was a grace for the whole Congregation.
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Pictures, from top down: 1) The symbolic fresco of the People of God in
Latin America. 2) Fr Mose Ponte/lo, Provincial of Brazi.l, in conversation
with Cardinal Arns. 3) At the end of Mass, a representative of the laity
presents a statue of the Virgin of Aparecida to the Superior General.

The Chapter day by day
ltaici, Vila Kostka

Situated 70 km from Sao Paulo, the "Vila Kostka" Centre for
Spirituality was a Jesuit Novitiate until 1968. With its 400 rooms,
it easily accommodated the 115 participants at the Chapter. For
our stay we had favourable conditions, in a pastoral setting, with
buildings both spacious and cloistered. Meals, preceded by an
local-style aperitif, were self-service and were based on a diet of
rice and beans. Apart from the office of Lauds and solemn Mass
in the principal chapel, the commissions celebrated daily in the
small oratories.
Organisation of work and services

All general assemblies were held in the main auditorium which
seats 570. Moderators and session secretaries were seated facing
the rows of capitulants and each place was equipped with voting
buttons and a microphone. At the back of the auditorium were
the simultaneous translation booths. Voting results or videos
could be {YfOjected onto a screen which was also a great
convenience for the presentation of the significant experiences and
for the evening activities. There were plenty of meeting rooms for
the commissions and the central committee. The various branches
of the secretariat services were accommodated in the basement
under the direction of Fr Noel O'Meara. These included
photocopying, typing, computers, the Information service and the
written translation service. This area was a hive of activity until
late into the night. There was a special Spiritan Fax, an
innovation at this Chapter, which facilitated the rapid transmission
of information. A specialised Brazilian group recorded the high
points of the Chapter in order to produce a video in three
languages.
The opening of the Chapter

The Chapter opened with a welcome from the Brazilian
Provincial, Fr Mose Pontelo, delivered at the Eucharistic
celebration on the evening of our arrival. This was followed by a
retreat preached by Fr Pierre Schouver, .Principal Superor of
Bangui (Central African Republic), who invited us to reflect in
specific terms on our presence at the chapter, on our approach to
mission, on our relations with the local churches where we work
in the midst of various peoples and cultures. The retreat ended
with the official opening Mass, with Fr Pierre Haas as principal
celebrant. Each delegate, as his name was called, came forward
and placed on the altar a lighted candle as a sign of the renewal of
his missionary commitment. The first business of the Chapter was
the presentation of the Superior General's Report. This had been
compiled in collaboration with all the members of the General
Council. It drew very favourable reaction because of its dealing
with the present-day situation in the world and in the church and
its businesslike analysis of Spiritan commitments throughout the
various circumscriptions.
Death of Fr Sammy Moore

The sudden and unforeseeable death of the General Secretary of
the Chapter which took place on Sunday, 23rd August, was a
severe
shock to all the capitulants.
Sammy's academic
accoJI!plishments, his generous temperament, his work in Ethiopia
and Sudan, his great enthusiasm for the· living of the Gospel and
his love of a good argument: all bore testimony to his larger than
Photos from top to bottom: 1) Inside Vila Kostka. 2) Opening Mass. 3) The
lineup for meals. 4) The video-team at work. 5) Funeral Mass of Sammy
Moore.
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Spiritans present - Dermot McLoughlin (Transcanada) and Laila
Vannahme (Germany) - made the assembly more sharply aware of
the new forms of association with the ·Congregation available to
laypeople deeply engaged in mission activity with the Seiritans. As
they themselves said, Spiritan and Libermann spintuality are
conducive to missionary activity. Their talks prompted others
among the capitulants to share similar experiences. All this
indicates a profound change taking place in the Church and in the
Congregation.
Elections

A new procedure for the election of the Superior General was
examined by the capitulants and had already been tried out in part
during the Chapter. To this end the commissions had given time
to a consideration of the needs of the Congregation in the next six
years and to building up a profile of the Superior General and his
Assistants.
Beginning with the proposal of names, the
commissions made an evaluation, followed by a further one in
combined groups, so as to arrive at a consensus. This created an
atmosphere both purposeful and prayerful and a very positive
meeting of minds. Let us recall that Fr Pierre Schouver was
elected Superior General on Tuesday, 8th September, on the third
round, with an absolute majority of 42 votes out of 77 cast. On
Monday, 14th September, four General Councillors were elected
with two-third majorities: Frs Godfrey Odigbo of Nigeria, Bernard
Kelly of Transcanada, Sergio Castriani of Brazil and Franz Wijnen
of Holland. On Tuesday the 15th, Frs Bernard Bongo of Angola
and Jean-Michel Jolibois of France were elected with absolute
majorities. On Wednesday the 16th Fr Bernard Kelly beame First
Assistant and Fr Godfrey Odigbo Second Assistant. The General
Bursar of the Congregation is nominated by the General Council.
Outings and Leisure Time

When evening came groups of confreres would gather in the
"bar" to chat or play cards, and every week saw the production of
the "Saturday Night Follies" under the direction of Fr Jean-Yves
Urfie. Then there were mock elections. Laila, our lay Spiritan,
became Superior General one evening and the profile of the ideal
Councillor produced not a few surprises. Through the kindness of
a friend of the Brazilian Spiritans, Mr Cattoni, manager of a
tourist agency, buses were placed at our disposal for the weekend
outings to ltu, Sao Paulo and Aparecida. This gentleman also
invited us to dine at a "churascaria" in Sao Paulo and again at his
villa.
Photos: 1) The elections; 2) The new Superior General accepts his mandate;
3) Children of the Jave/a dancing; 4) Relaxing at the "bar"; 5) The General
Chapter: delegates and service representatives.
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life personality. He died on active. service while giving his all for
the Congregation: nothing could have better motivated us to
continue with our work and make a success of this Chapter. The
funeral Mass was celebrated at ltaici with his brother Matthew, a
Spiritan working in New Orleans, in attendance. He is buried in
the Spiritan vault in Sao Paulo.
Chapter Procedure

During the development of the Rule of Life in 1986 another
procedure was proposed for this year's Chapter. This was that we
should produce a "revision of life" and a process of "community
discernment" based on the presentation of twelve "significant
experiences" which would best express our Spiritan charism and be
typical of the variety of our commitments in new circumstances
and also important for the future of mission. This method echoes
the three well-known stages of "See", "Judge" and "Act". The study
of a variety of themes of a more formal nature presented to the
assembly was certainly enriched by this inductive approach. These
themes included Animation-Administration, Regionalisation,
Formation, Foundations, Brothers, Lay Membership, Finances, and
Modification of the SRL. Even the style of the Chapter tended to
favour the experiential approach over the production of
documents.
Significant Experiences

These have already been presented in a condensed version in the
document "Chapter 92 Special" of last March. Here it is better to
dwell on the diversity and complementarity of missionary
engagement which they evidence. As the presentations were made,
a new missionary approach to people and cultures and a new
attitude became apparent, based on a willingness to listen, to deal
respectfully with people and to undergo interior conversion as a
result of our meeting with the people who are evangelising us.
Key words became evident in the various presentations:
inculturation ( in Africa among the Baka pygmies, in Mexico
among the Huasteca Indians, in England among young people who
are part of a new culture; ecumenical dialogue (the Spiritan group
in Gamu-Gofa, Ethiopia working with the Orthodox church) and
interreligious dialogue (the Pont-Praslin project in Mauritius and
the international group in Pakistan working in an Islamic state);
justice and peace as an issue for all our confreres involved in the
struggle for the simple recognition of human dignity (the situation
in Haiti, base communities in the favelas of Sao Paulo, servantmaster relationships: Metis and Indians, Bantus and Bakas;
conditions of poverty, refugees, the marginalised in the great urban
areas; drugs and AIDS). New educational thrusts are to be seen
also in work for socially damaged young people in Auteuil
(France) and in the Servol project in Trinidad and in the West
Indies. Other new directions and fresh starts are to be found in
more traditional settings (Province of England, "A New Image of
Parish" at St Laurent de Maroni in Guyane), the present situation
and future prospects for the young Provinces (e.g., the East Africa
Province) which make a plea for solidarity.
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Lay Membership

Many -of these experiences have given rise to new forms of
collaboration with laypeople. The talks given by the Lay
Photos: 1) A plenary session; 2) Simultaneous translation; 3) The computer
room; 4) working in a commission; 5) Lay Spiritans Laila Vannahme and
Dennot McLaughlin.
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